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        Ref: APNS/2021/



June 22, 2021
The News Editor,

………………..

………………..

Dear Sir,

 

Please publish the following news item and oblige. 

“ The All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) strongly lamented the perpetual efforts of the Federal Government to curtail the independence of the media, stated in a press release of the Society.

The Executive Committee of the All Pakistan Newspapers Society held its meeting on June 21, 2021 at Lahore chaired by Mr. Sarmad Ali, President, APNS. The Committee considered the recent decision of the Federal Government wherein a Coordination Committee has been formed under the PIO to take over the advertising of Punjab and KPK governments under its control. The APNS rejected notification as the stipulated action is not only a gross contravention of 18th  amendment and curbing the provincial autonomy but devastating attempt to curtail the quantum of advertisements for print media. The formation of the Committee is aimed at to strangulate the freedom of press and independence of media. It was apprehended that it would be used to silence the dissenting voices in the press through the use of advertisements of federal as well as provincial governments as a lever through the Central Federal Government Committee. The Executive Committee urged upon the Federal Government to withdraw the notification immediately.

The Executive Committee noted that earlier the Ministry of Information issued a Concept Paper for the establishment of Media Authority which was also an attempt to tighten the Federal Government control over the media from one platform despite the fact that the electronic and print media are separate entities with their own defined features. The move was rejected by the APNS and other stakeholders as unconstitutional and a fetter on the freedom of press. The Concept Paper proposed a licensing system which is prior restraint on the freedom of press. The Concept Paper also envisages councils and media tribunals to replace Press Council of Pakistan, Wage Board for employees and the ITNE. The Executive Committee of the APNS unanimously rejected the proposal to establish the Pakistan Media Development Authority.
The Executive Committee expressed its grave concern over the non-payment of dues of member publications against the ads released by the Punjab Government despite assurances by the provincial information department. The members observed that the APNS avoided legal recourse for recovery of dues as a gesture of cooperation but the provincial government failed to reciprocate positively. The Executive Committee therefore, authorized the President and the Secretary General to file a suit for recovery against the Punjab Government if the dues are not cleared by June 30, 2021.
The Executive Committee noted that the Balochistan based newspapers were consistently deprived of their due share in the Federal Government advertising. The members, in a resolution, urged upon the Ministry of Information to increase the quantum of ads for Balochistan based newspapers. 

The Executive Committee adopted a special resolution to condole the sad demise of veteran publisher and editor Mr. Zia Shahid and acknowledged his services for the promotion of the profession. The members also offered Fateha on the demise of the mother of Mr. Najamuddin Sheikh, Chief Editor, Daily Deyanat and Mr. Ghalib Mansoor, Deputy Managing Director, M/s. Adarts Karachi (Pvt.) Ltd.
The Executive Committee adopted the report of the Advertising Committee on the applications of advertising agencies. The Executive Committee granted provisional accreditation to M/s. Sound and Vision (Pvt.) Ltd., Lahore and M/s. Exuberance Advertising (SMC) Pvt. Ltd., Karachi. The application for confirmation of accreditation of M/s. Adage Communications (Pvt.) Ltd., Islamabad was granted subject to provision of additional guarantee.
The Executive Committee also granted associate membership to Daily Tehalka, Gujranwala, Daily Jurat, Muzaffarabad, Daily Islamabad Post, Islamabad, Daily Wahdat, Rawalpindi, Daily Karnama, Vehari and Daily Sahafat, Muzaffarabad.
Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan, Special Assistant to the Chief Minister, Punjab joined the meeting of the Executive Committee and elaborated the media policies of the Government of the Punjab. She stated that the DGPR is very much active to expedite the payment of dues of print media and has already paid Rs.18 crores to advertising agencies whereas a substantial amount will be paid by June 30, 2021. The remaining amount is also be realized from clients departments. 
The following attended the meeting :

Sarmad Ali, President, Jamil Athar, Sr. Vice President, Shahab Zuberi, Vice President, Nazafreen Saigol Lakhani, Secretary General,  Mohsin Bilal, Joint Secretary, Muhammad Awais Khushnood, Finance Secretary, Syed Sajjad Bokhari (Daily Abtak), Mumtaz A. Tahir (Daily Aftab), Waseem Ahmed (Daily Awam, Quetta), Hamayun Tariq (D/Business Report), Naveed Chaudhry (Daily City 42), Muhammad Waqaruddin (Daily Dunya), Syed Akbar Tahir (D/Jasarat), Faisal Shahjehan (Daily Jiddat, Karachi), Javed Mehr Shamsi (Daily Kaleem), Imtinan Shahid (Daily Khabrain), Syed Ayaz Badshah (Daily Mashriq, Peshawar), Syed Mumtaz Ahmed Shah (Daily Mashriq, Quetta), Ms. Zahida Abbasi (Daily Nau Sijj), Dr. Farooq Rasheed (Monthly Naya Rukh), S.M. Munir Jilani (Daily Paigham), Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami (D/Pakistan, Lahore), Faisal Zahid Malik (D/Pakistan Observer), Humayun Gulzar (Daily Sayadat) and  Syed Haroon Shah (Daily Wahdat), 
The following attended the meeting on Zoom :

Ansar Mahmood Bhatti (Monthly Centre Line), Fauzia Shaheen (Monthly Dastak), Kazi Asad Abid (Fortnightly Ibrat), Aslam  Leghari (Daily Kawish), Dr. Waqar Yousuf Azeemi (M/Roohani Digest),
Khushnood Ali Khan (Daily Sahafat) and  Malaika Ayaz (Daily Mashriq, Peshawar) attended as special observers.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

( Dr. Tanvir A. Tahir )

Executive Director, APNS
